SPARTACUS                         in

41 true" Revolution had altogether failed at a most
terrible cost*

The Government had won* On January igth it was
able to hold the much needed general election for the
National Convention* to wreck which the Spartacists had
hurried on their preparations* This election* although
not ending in an absolute Socialist majority* gave so large
a relative majority that both formally and in every other
way it immensely strengthened the Majority Socialist
position ; indeed* it may be said to be the true basis on
which the Government subsequently rested* But what-
ever moral prestige the Government earned by their sus-
tained efforts to keep law and order in a country which
seemed to be breaking to pieces under their hands* was
most seriously discounted by the murder of Liebknecht
and Rosa Luxembourg on the night of January i6th*

I will not describe this murder in its details* Rosa
Luxembourg was lynched by the mob while being
conveyed from one place of detention to another, and
Liebknecht was shot by his own guard* Perhaps he was
attempting to escape; but this is not proved* The
Government was* of course* responsible for the safety
of those whom it had chosen to arrest* But it did not
intentionally give inadequate protection; the whole
thing was a surprise attack and accident seems to have
played a large part; no one was probably more embar-
rassed by these miserable murders than the Government*
It is horrible to think that two people of the character